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Boarding
At Terra Nova we believe providing a safe, 
secure and fun boarding environment 
is key to children’s happiness and a 
successful educational journey. There is a 
very special, homely feel to boarding at 
Terra Nova School. Boarding at Terra Nova 
encourages pupils to live their lives to the 
full in as many areas as possible, allowing 
individuality to flourish whilst creating a 
great sense of belonging in our boarding 
community.

We run a first-class boarding house for 
full-time boarders plus a number of weekly 
and flexi-boarders. Pupils from 7 to 13 
years old live happily together in our 
single-sex dormitories in the heart of our 
main school building.  

Our boarding staff have a firm 
commitment to excellent pastoral care.  
This, teamed with an ever-growing list 
of enrichment activities, provides Terra 
Nova boarding pupils with boundless 
opportunities to thrive.  

We believe passionately in the benefits and 
value of a boarding education, placing the 
health, happiness and well-being of each 
pupil at the centre of our community. It is 
a privilege and a joy to see our boarders 
developing the responsibility, respect for 
themselves and others, independence, 
confidence and social skills which will serve 
them so well in years to come. 
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Flexible
One of the key considerations when 
joining Terra Nova is whether to be a 
boarder or day pupil. The choice is, in fact, 
even greater than that with three boarding 
options; firstly to board occasionally as a 
flexi-boarder, secondly to board during 
the school week as a weekly boarder, and 
thirdly to board throughout the term as a 
full boarder.

Our boarding house provides a safe and 
secure homely environment for full, weekly 
or flexible boarding from age 7.  Our 
boarding staff have a wealth of experience 
in the field and know that the welfare 
and happiness of our boarders is of the 
upmost importance.

Many Terra Nova day pupils benefit from 
boarding 2-3 nights per week to fit in with 
evening activities, sporting fixtures, STEAM 
school or busy family schedules.  The 
beauty of Terra Nova is that the boarding 
option is always there as a possibility as 
pupils move up the School – perhaps 
to free up additional time for study or 
perhaps to provide increased levels of 
independence as preparation for senior 
boarding schools.

Boarding is available from Year 3 and our 
experience is that children adapt better 
to boarding earlier rather than later. You 
can be assured that your children will be 
nurtured and cared for at Terra Nova 
School.
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Communication
We believe our boarding provision at Terra Nova to be the 
perfect size; large enough to create a diverse community, 
but small enough to mean that each pupil and their families 
are known well and communicated with individually and 
frequently. 

Crucial to the education and welfare of our pupils is the 
partnership between pupils, parents and the School. This 
partnership is critical to pupils’ success and is promoted 
throughout our School – not least through the close liaison 
between parents of boarders and our boarding staff.  Pupils 
have daily access to their mobile devices to contact parents 
and family.

Our Head of Boarding liaises with parents frequently, 
whether to update on their child’s progress, celebrate 
their successes or ask permission for their child to attend 
a birthday party.  This, teamed with all other school 
communications means that parents are kept in the loop 
whilst we take the very best care of their most treasured 
assets!
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Community
Boarding at Terra Nova encourages pupils to live their lives 
to the full in as many areas as possible, allowing individuality 
to flourish whilst creating a great sense of belonging in our 
boarding community.

Terra Nova boarders live together as one extended happy 
family that isn’t too big and isn’t too small.  Brothers and 
sisters within the boarding house enjoy living together 
whilst also making new friendship groups and strengthening 
bonds with other pupils.

Terra Nova School is warm, welcoming, and forward-
thinking.  Pupils from varied backgrounds and cultures all 
feel at home in a community founded upon core values, 
including kindness and resilience. 
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Routine
With structure and routine,Terra Nova 
boarders have every opportunity to 
achieve their potential, both academically 
and socially.  A full programme of trips 
and enrichment activities means that 
there is always something to do.  Our 35 
acre campus provides a safe space for fun 
activities, clubs and down time in evenings 
and at weekends.

Facilities include spacious dormitories, 
relaxing common rooms, study areas and 
sport practice facilities. Homework for our 
boarders is supervised and supported by 
staff every evening, with progress being 
carefully tracked.  Mealtimes are taken 
care of in our main dining hall with a 
broad range of choice to suit all tastes and 
requirements

On Saturday mornings, all pupils attend 
our STEAM School, along with a number 
of day pupils.  Saturday mornings are 
therefore busy and sociable for all of our 
boarders.  For the rest of the weekend, 
boarders enjoy a varied range of organised 
activities, sporting events, ‘down time’ and, 
on Sundays, there is often a fun trip out 
of school to a local attraction.  We ensure 
everyone enjoys a healthy and active 
lifestyle away from home.
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