
Years 7&8.



Welcome to 
Wherever possible, Years 7&8 in a child’s 
education are best spent at the top of a 
prep school. This is true in almost every 
respect, and for those lucky enough to 
spend them at Terra Nova, these are 
often the happiest years in school. 

A child that has spent Years 7&8 at Terra 
Nova School is ready for anything that 
senior school can throw at them. They 
have attained highly, taking on academic 
challenge and having been successful. 
They have learnt how to learn. They 
have acquired the requisite skills and 
knowledge, and they have developed the 
character virtues to thrive wherever they 
go.

Years 7&8 at Terra Nova are a time to 
be involved in sport, music and drama as 
part of the leading cohort of the school.  
This is when our children take leading 
roles in orchestras, drama productions, 
play in the top sports teams and take the 
lead in House events and competitions. 
This is when the camaraderie that builds 

in groups and teams binds, and when 
old and new friendships mature and 
blossom. It is the most wonderful time in 
their young lives, to be at the top of the 
tree, to draw breath before moving into 
a more demanding and competitive adult 
world, a time to enjoy the freedom and 
exuberance of these special years before 
childhood ends.

When our children leave us at the end 
of Year 8 they go on to attend a wide 
range of the country’s top independent 
schools, both day and boarding. Our 
Future Schools Programme allows us 
to work closely with our families to 
understand each individual child’s needs 
and ensure the chosen future school is 
the best fit to ensure success.

Terra Nova pupils leave us as individuals 
who are confident in their own abilities, 
who cherish the friendships they have 
made, welcome responsibility and are 
the best versions of themselves.
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Curriculum
Our Year 7&8 curriculum comprises 
the rigorous syllabuses and breadth 
of subjects required for Common 
Entrance at 13+ along with a 
commitment to balance that ensures 
co-curricular opportunities abound. 
This is the hallmark of a Terra Nova 
School education. In doing so it 
provides a strong academic focus for 
pupils and the active development 
of character strength and virtue - an 
excellent preparation for their chosen 
senior school.

Partnership schools, whether boarding 
or day, know that when a pupil joins 
them from Terra Nova they are not only 
academically fit but that they bring 
with them a creative mind, unbound 
curiosity and a confidence that is the 
result of two additional years of study 
of our respected curriculum. 

Boarding Schools that start at Year 
9 have always understood the 
benefits of such a curriculum and 
the associated learning experience. 
Similarly convinced, our partner day 
schools - The Manchester Grammar 

School, Manchester High School for 
Girls, Cheadle Hulme School and The 
Grange School - have committed to 
reserving places in Year 9 for suitable 
members of our Year 6 cohort, to 
ensure they can benefit from the 
teaching and learning in our Years 7&8.

At Terra Nova School we know these 
are the very best years for learning and 
should be savoured. Our curriculum 
allows pupils, teachers and parents to 
work together to do just that using a 
wide range of resources to create a 
challenging, distinctive and exciting 
experience, whilst preparing them for 
the next stage of their educational 
journey.





Leadership
O P P O R T U N I T I E S

Leadership at Terra Nova School is 
a core part of pupil development 
and our Year 7&8 pupils have many 
opportunities to lead and take 
responsibility. 

Our pupils are appointed to formal 
leadership roles within the school 
which provide the chance to 
embrace responsibilities in a field 
which is particularly interesting to 
them.

Leadership roles include Head Girl 
and Head Boy, Sport Captains, 
Music Captains, Heads of House, 
members of the School Council, 
Editor and other leading roles on 
our school newspaper team, and 

Lead Explorers in our very own 
Terra Nova Explorers. All of these 
roles provide the opportunity for 
our pupils to explore the qualities 
and responsibilities of a leader 
along with the expectation of being 
a positive and supportive member 
of our Terra Nova community.

Leadership is a vital life skill 
which assists our pupils in 
becoming articulate, confident and 
compassionate; all the attributes 
of a successful leader. We are 
incredibly proud of our Year 7&8 
pupils who are outstanding 
ambassadors for our school.







Scholarships
At Terra Nova School we are proud 
to offer a number of scholarships for 
children either entering or progressing 
into Year 7. 

Scholarships are awarded in the 
following fields: Academic, The 
Performing Arts, The Creative Arts and 
Sport. The scholarship process involves 
assessments within the relevant 
discipline and an interview with the 
Headmaster. 

The Terra Nova Scholarship Programme 
recognises both achievement and 
potential. It comprises a set of 
opportunities and experiences to 
deepen scholars’ understanding, interest 
and passion for their subject and excite 
their curiosity in and beyond their 
chosen field. 

Whether spending time in school in 
individual or small group sessions 
with expert subject teachers and 
workshops with industry professionals, 
or out of school at exciting events and 
exhibitions or competing in national 
competitions, the programme is as 
much an experience in and of itself, 
as it is preparation and support for a 
child’s senior school and scholarship 
application. 

Successful scholars become 
ambassadors in their relevant 
disciplines, allowing them to showcase 
their talents to the younger Terra Nova 
children. Another opportunity to lead 
and another opportunity to grow.





Boarding  
Our boarding programme is packed with 
exciting activities, all carefully chosen 
with the aim of providing our pupils with 
opportunities to try a new skill or participate 
in something they may not have thought 
about doing before. All pupils in Years 7&8 
can enjoy these activities through our flexi-
boarding offer, choosing to stay once in a 
while, once a week or more.

Flexi-boarding also provides the opportunity 
for those children who are considering 
boarding schools for senior school with the 
chance to sample boarding life, within familiar 
surroundings. Flexi-boarding is a great way to 
introduce our pupils to a future of boarding, 
all the time helping to build independence, 
confidence, resilience and self-management 
skills.

Our boarding team ensure that children have 
a home away from home when boarding 
with us and our dormitories and facilities 
are designed to help our pupils feel safe 
and secure as well as part of our community. 
Every boarder has their own space within 
a boarding bedroom as well as access to 
common rooms for down time or activities 
with friends.
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Pastoral 
Years 7&8 are a period of physical 
and emotional change; it is a sensitive 
time and the value of being in a safe, 
nurturing and familiar environment where 
class sizes are small and every child is 
known extremely well is key to ensuring 
that our pupils feel supported. 

Years 7&8 offer the chance to grow up 
before the full impact of adolescence, 
two crucial years in which to live in a 
child’s world before being pulled into a 
world of young adults. At a time when 
young people are under more pressure 
than ever before, going through the early 
years of puberty in a smaller and familiar 
environment can be hugely beneficial.

Our staff make it their priority to 
integrate pastoral care into every 
aspect of school life and our pupils are 
encouraged to feel secure, cared for and 
respected and to show care and respect 
for each other. We recognise that the 
friendships pupils forge at Terra Nova 
School will form an essential support 
network in the years to come. 



Future Schools
Over many years Terra Nova School has 
enjoyed excellent relationships with many 
partner boarding schools. These schools 
compete to engage our pupils, knowing 
that they have benefited from the superb 
Year 7&8 experience with us during these 
vitally formative years - a robust curriculum 
designed to challenge, build character and 
create innovative, independent thinkers.

We have now formed a Future Schools 
Partnership with four prestigious day 
schools: The Manchester Grammar School, 
Manchester High School for Girls, Cheadle 
Hulme School and The Grange School. Like 
our boarding school partners, these schools 
recognise the benefits for children who 
remain at Terra Nova for Years 7&8 and are 
delighted to welcome our pupils into their 
Year 9 cohort. Terra Nova pupils may sit 
their 11+ Entrance exams and be offered a 
place for Year 9 entry, provided they meet 
the threshold required to pass the exams. 

This partnership provides certainty for both 
parents and pupils as they progress through 
Years 7&8. For our part, our curriculum 
ensures pupils maintain the standard required 
for Year 9 entry.

Our broad concept of success ensures that 
all pupils have the opportunity to excel and 
succeed not only while here at Terra Nova but 
in their Future Schools. This is exemplified by 
the high number of scholarships Terra Nova 
pupils achieve to senior schools in varying 
disciplines. We are proud of this and proud of 
the many and varied successes our children 
go on to enjoy.
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